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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 03495 270353Z 
ACTION EA-06 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO ICAE-00 PA-01 INR-05 NSCE-00 
CIAE-00 NSAE-00 EB-04 PM-03 SP-02 EUR-08 PPT-01 
CA-01 DODE-OO H-01 L-01 SSO-OO INRE-00 /048 W 
065104 270358Z/17 

0 270342Z APR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 726 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3495 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, KS, US 

SUB J : RESPONDING TO THE KOREAN MOOD 

REF: STATE 106254 

1 . 1 APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT S AUTHORIZATION FOR ME TO STIMULATE 
A FULLER APPRECIATION OF OUR POSITION THROUGH AN INTERVIEW OR 
PRESS BRIEFING. I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT AN EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW OFFERS THE BEST FORUM AND WILL, ACCORDINGLY, SEEK 
AN APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO. UNDER CONTRAINTS CON- 
TAINED IN TELEGRAM, I DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO 
ASK A REPORTER FROM TOKYO TO COME TO SEOUL. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO GUIDANCE CONTAINED REFTEL ON PING-PONG 
DIPLOMACY, I FULLY AGREE THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE IN THE POSITION 
OF APPEARING TO HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO INFORM THE ROK CONCERNING 
PRIVATE INQUIRIES ON TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA. HOWEVER, GIVEN 
THE HISTORY OF PING-PONG IN RECENT US-ASIAN POLICY, 

1 BELIEVE THAT AN INQUIRY FROM THE US TABLE TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION SHOULD HAVE RAISED A FLAG IN SOMEONE'S 
MIND AND THAT WE SHOULD HAVE MADE KNOWN TO THE ROKG 
THE FACT OF THE INVITIATION AND THE US TEAM'S INCLINA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TION TO ACCEPT. 

SNEIDER 
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